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Multi-Gender Hebrew / Michal Shomer

Creating a New Space in the Hebrew Language

Background

Hebrew is a very gendered language - verbs, nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and almost all words, have a
grammatical gender - masculine or feminine. The masculine form is considered the generic form. This poses
a challenge for a progressive society that wishes to be inclusive, and that aims to promote equality for
women and non-binary people. In the past few years, the role of Hebrew in the fight for gender equality
has become part of the discussion in Israeli society and media. Research has shown that using the generic

masculine form has a negative impact on girls and women and their chance to succeed in modern society.

Multi-Gender Hebrew

Multi-Gender Hebrew is a new set of innovative all-inclusive Hebrew letters facilitating multi-gender
reading and writing (Heb: Nn117an"11 n"ay), created by designer Michal Shomer. Through typographic
hands-on exploration, Shomer designed the new letters as a way to address the gender challenges in
the Hebrew Language. With the new Multi-Gender Hebrew letters, a third option is introduced, adding a
gender-neutral expression to the written language. Multi-Gender Hebrew makes women present in the
Hebrew language and forms a linguistic space for non-binary identities.

Multi-Gender Hebrew consists of 12 new characters: 11 new letters and one Nikud sign. Each new letter
is composed of visual elements from one or two Hebrew letters in parallel, along with some additional
typographic or stylistic alterations. In addition, a new digital keyboard was developed, which allows the
user to type the new signs. A free version of Multi-Gender Hebrew was released in Feb 2021, accessible to
Hebrew speakers. Many institutions in Israel have already adopted the new letters, in sighage, documents,
educational materials, graphics, websites, media, and more. Individuals are using the new letters, in poetry,

prose, articles, personal use and so on, in Israel and around the world.

Materials
(a) Link to Multi-Gender Hebrew’s website (Hebrew), where users can explore the new letters and

download the type & digital keyboard for free: multigenderhebrew.com

(b) Links to the social media accounts of Multi-Gender Hebrew, showing many examples of how people
are using the new letters -
Facebook: facebook.com/MultiGenderHebrew

Instagram: in ram.com/multi

(c) Link to an article in The New York Times about Hebrew and gender (English), mentioning Multi-

Gender Hebrew and including an interview with creator & designer of Multi-Gender Hebrew, Michal

Shomer: www.nytimes.com/2022/08/01/world/middleeast/israel-hebrew-gender.html

(d) Examples of Multi-Gender Hebrew in use, page 2
(e) The phrase "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew, page 3

(f) Signage in Israel of the phrase "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew, page 4


https://multigenderhebrew.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MultiGenderHebrew
https://www.instagram.com/multigenderhebrew
www.nytimes.com/2022/08/01/world/middleeast/israel-hebrew-gender.html
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d) Examples of Multi-Gender Hebrew in use (font Alef Multi-Gender
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e) The phrase "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew (font Alef Multi-Gender
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Welcome (feminine) Welcome (masculine)
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f) Sign in Israel of the phr "Welcome” written in Multi-Gender Hebrew
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The Ben-Gurion Heritage Institute

Shoham, at the Town’s Entrance Ness Ziona, City Hall "Partner” Company Knesset (Parliament of Israel), the

Committee on the Status of Women and
Gender Equality




